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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PINR, PDEV, NI, SHUM 

SUBJECT: PUNCH: "HOW MANY POLITICAL PARTIES WILL NIGERIA HAVE?" 

BEGIN SUMMARY: PUNCH SEES FOUR VIABLE POLITICAL PARTIES 
EMERGING FROM AMONG THE PRESENT CONTENDERS WHICH INCLUDE 
THE MARXISTS, CHIEF AWOLOWO, AN NCNC GROUP, THE WAD A/KANO 
IKOKU GROUPING, THE NORTHERN ESTABLISHMENT AND WAZIRI 
IBRAHIM. END SUMMARY 

1 . ACCORDING TO POLITICUS COLUMN ENTITED "HOW MANY 
POLITICAL PARTIES WILL NIGERIA HAVE?" IN SEPTEMBER 9 
PUNCH, WE ARE LIKELY TO SEE "ONLY FOUR VIABLE PARTIES" 

WHEN THE BAN ON POLITICS IS LIFTED IN THREE WEEKS. 

PUNCH REPORTS THAT, DESPITE NIGERIAN SECURITY ORGANIZATION 
SURVEILLANCE, "NIGERIAN POLITICAL LEADERS HAVE BEEN 
VERY MUCH IN THE FIELD AND HAVE ALMOST PUT FINSIHING 
TOUCHES TO THEIR VARIOUS PLANS." AS A RESULT, THE 
FOLLOWING PARTIES CAN BE EXPECTED TO EMERGE. 

2. THE MARXIST-SOCIALIST GROUP. ACCORDING TO PUNCH, 

THE MARXISTS, "WHATEVER NAME THEY MAY ADOPT," WILL BE 
THE ONLY PARTY WITH "A CLEAR-CUT IDEOLOGIACAL STANCE." 
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PUNCH ADDS: 

"ALTHOUGH IT WILL BE VERY SMALL AND, IN 
TERMS OF 1979 ELECTIONS, ABOSLUTELY 
UNIMPRESSIVE, IT WILL BE TRULY NATIONAL. 

THE LEADING SPIRITS OF THE ORGANISATIONS WILL 
BR DAPO FATOGUN, WAHAB GOODLUCK, S.U. BASSEY, 

BABA OMOJOLA, YUSUF BALA USMAN AND SEGUN 
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OSOBA BUT THERE WILL BE QUITE A FEW NEW FACES, 

PARTICULARLY FROM THE UNIVERSITIES." 

PUNCH SPECULATES THAT SOME OF THE RECENTLY SACKED 
UNIVERSITY LECTURERS MAY JOIN THE GROUP BUT COMMENTS, 

"IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER ULTRA-LEFT- WINGERS LIKE COMRANDE 
OLA ONI AND HIS YOUNGER BROTHER, NIYI ONIORORO, WILL BE 
WILLING TO WORK WITH THE RATHER PRO-SOVIET GROUP." 

3. PUNCH NOTES, "IT IS NOT LIKELY THAT PROMINENT 

NIGERIAN LABOUR CONGRESS LEADERS WILL IDENTIFY THEMSELVES 

WITH THE MARXIST-SOCIALIST PARTY IN THE NEXT FEW YEARS, 

EVEN THOUGH HASSAN SUNMONU AND LAWRENCE OSUNDE HAVE THEIR 
NATURAL HABITAT WITH THIS GROUP." (FYI: A POSITION CONFIRMED 
BY SUNMONU ON SEPTEMBER 11. END FYI) PUNCH CONCLUDES, "TRUE 
MARXIST-SOCIALISTS DO NOT EXPECT TO REAP ANY HARVEST IN 
THE 1979 GENERAL ELECTIONS; THEIR DAY IS NOT YET- 

AND THEY KNOW IT." 

3. CHIEF AWOLOWO'S GROUP. ACCORDING TO PUNCH, "IT 

IS NOW CLEAR THAT THERE WILL BE A PARTY UNDER THE LEADER- 
SHIP OF CHIEF OBAFEMI AWOLOWO AND THE "COMMITTEE OF 
FRIENDS". ASIDE FROM "THE AREAS WHERE HE IS MOST 
POPULAR, YORUBALAND, BENDEL STATE, THE MIDDLE BELT AREA 
AND THE CROSS RIVER AND RIVERS STATE," THE CHIEF, 

"ACCORDING TO HIS FRIENDS," HAS "BROKEN NEW AND IMPORTANT 
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GROUNDS" IN THE NORTH AND THE EAST. "HIS PARTY IS LIKELY 
TO BE INCLUDING ALL SHADES FROM NEO-MARXISTS AND LEFT-OF- 
CENTRE SOCIALISTS TO RIGHT OF CENTRE ELEMENTS." 

4. A NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NIGERIAN CITIZENS (NCNC) GROUP. 

IN PUNCH'S VIEW, "THOSE NCNC LEADERS WHO ALWAYS FAVORED 
CO-OPERATION WITH THE NPC IN PRE-1964 DAYS HAVE RALLIED 
TOGETHER AND WILL FBRM A PARTY, USING THE NEPU SUPPORTERS 
THAT HAVE BROKEN WITH ALHAJI AMINU KANO AS THEIR POINT 
OF REFERENCE IN THE NORTH." PUNCH REPORTS: 

JAA THE MOST PROMINENT LEADERS OF THIS GROUP 
ARE DR. K.O. MBADIWE, MBAZULIKE AMECHI, 

M.T. MBU, CHIEF OLU AKINFOSILE, AND CHIEF 
ADENIRAN GUGUNSANY. THIS GROUP HAS WOOED 
THE MIDDLE-BELT AND, AT SOME POINT. COULD 
CLAIM TO HAVE WON OVER PAUL UNONGO AND S.D. 

LAR. AMONG THE YORUBAS S.A. ONITIRI AND 
OLU AWOTESU WERE COURTGD.’AK 

5. INUWA WADA/AMINU KANO/SAM IKOKU. 

-"PROBABLY THE MOST INTERESTING GROUP THAT 
WILL EMERGE IS THE PARTY THAT WILL HAVE 
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ALHAJI INUWA WAD A, AMINU KANO AND DR. S.G. IKOKU IN 
ITS LEADERSHIP. SICKE AMINU KANO AND S.G. 

IKOKU FOUND THEMSELVES LEADING THE NIGERIAN 
AFRO-ASIAN SOLIDARITY ORGANISATION TO FIGHT 
IT OUT WITH BOPO FATOGUN'S AFRO-ASIAN PEOPLES 
SOLIDARITY ORGAIISATION, THEY HAVE BREN 
WORKING ON LEADING A POLITICAL PARTY 
TOGETHER. BOTH OF THEM HOLD LEFT-WING VIEWS. 

IKOKU DEFINITELY MORE SO. LATELY, THEY HAVE 
FOUND A WORKING RELATIONSHIP WITH INUWA WADA 
IN KANO. IF THEIR GROUP DOES NOT TEAM UP 
WITH ONE OF THE FOUR THAT WILL REALLY EMERGE, 

THEY WILL NOT MAKE ANY IMPRESSIVE 
SHOWING IN THE 1979 ELECTIONS." 
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6. THE NORTHERN ESTABLISHMENT. ACCORDING TO PUNCH. TWO 
NORTHERN PARTIES WILL EMERGE. "ONE WILL BE LED LARGELY 
BY THE EDUCATED MIDDLE-CLASS AND ARISTOCRACY AMONG THE 
HAUSA-FULANI" PUNCH ADDS: 

— "TOZMZIL A FEW WEEKS AGO, THE LEADING LIGHTS OF 
THIS GROUP IBRAHIM TAHIR, AD AMU CIROMA, 

SHETTIMA ALI MONGUNO, IYA ABUBAKAR, MAHMUD 
TUKUR - WERE UNABLE TO PERSUADE SHEHU 
SHAGARI TO ACCEPT TO LEAD. REPORTS SAY HE 
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HAS NOW AGREED TO LEAD. THIS GROUP WILL ALSO 
BE NATIONAL; IT WILL HAVE SUPPORTERS FROM 
RIVERS STATE, SOME AMONG THE IBOS LIKE CHIEF 
UDOJI AND J.O.J. OKEZIE. IN YORUBALAND, CHIEF 
RICHARD AKINJIDE, CHIEF A.M.A. AKINLOYE AND 
CHIEF REMIN FANI KAYODE HAVE NOT MADE UP THEIR 
MINDS WHETHER TO JOIN THME, ALTHOUGH THEY WILL 
NOT SUPPORT AWOLOWO." 

7. WAZIRI IBRAHIM. PUNCH REPORTS THAT THE OTHER NORTHERN- 
LED PARTY WILL BE WAZIRI IBRAHIM'S GROUP. HE HAS MADE UP HIS 
MIND TO FORM ONE IN SPITE OF OPPOSITION FROM SOKOTO, 

KNAO AND BAUCHI. HIS LIEUTENANTS WILL BE FOUND IN RIVERS, 
CROSS RIVER, ANAMBRA AND KWARA STATES. IN YORUBALAND HIS 
ALLIES WILL BE CHIEF AKIN DEKO AND MAJOR-GENERAL ROBERT 
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ADEBAYO. 

BEGIN CONFIDENTTIAL 

8. COMMENT: POLITICUS PROVIDED US WITH A RICH ASSORTED 
STEW OF NIGERIAN POLITICS AT THE MOMENT. WE FIND THE 
COMMENTS ON THE MARXISTS PARTICULARLY INTERESTING BUT 
ARE INCLINED TO AGREE WITH PUNCH THAT 79 WILL NOT BE 
THEIR YEAR. ON AWOLOWO, IT WILL BE INTERESTING TO SEE 
WHETHER ANY "NEW AND IMPORTANT GROUNDS" HAVE BREN 
BROKEN IN THE NORTH AND THE EAST. WE REMAIN 
DOUBTFUL THAT THE CHIEF HAS MADE ANY BREAKTHROUGHS. 

THE NCNC GROUP CLEARLY SUBSUMES CLUB 19, OR VICE VERSA, 
WHILE THE WADA KANO IKOKU GROUPING HAS - IF REPORTS 

OF THE FOUNDING OF THE NATIONAL MOVMENT ARE CORRECT 
ALREADY MERGED WITH THE TRADITIONAL NORTHERN PARTY. 
FINALLY, IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER WAZIRI IBRAHIM 
WILL GO IT ALONE ALL THE WAY IF HE HAS BEEN SHUT OUT 
OF MUCH OF THE NORTH. 

EASUM 
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